“O.F. Johnson” --Bank— 


O.F. Johnson 
Born: 1880, June 6—Minnesota 
Family left Sweden to come to America. 

Homesteaded in Minnesota and built a sod house. O.F. was born in this 
home. 

They later moved into town and built a large home. They went to the 
Lutheran Church. O.F.’s mother died when he was five years of age. 

O.F.’s father offered his four sons each a quarter of land if they would stay 
home and fan There were no takers. 

O.F. wanted to be a banker, so he went to Highland Park College and 
Business College. He also loved music, but his father said that was for “sissies” so 
he put that aside. 

O.F. took a job in a bank for $25.00 a month. In the back of the bank there 
was a piano and he would go back and practice on it. He taught himself to play. 

O.F. met his wife Amelia Beatrice Banman at the bank, as she worked at the 
bank as a teller—both were 24. (Married in 1907). 

O.F. was also a friend to Robert “Bob” Carmack. Robert had a small grocery 
store in Kent, Washington. O.F. wrote Bob, and told him of the great opportunity 
in the west. 

O.F. took a leave of absence and started checking out employment 
agencies. He found a job at the Chehalis County Bank. He started at $100.00 a 
month, which sounded good to him: In 1906, he moved to Aberdeen and married 
Beatrice in 1906. : 

Still checking out towns, he had heard of the little town of Camas with the 
Paper Mill. He moved to Camas in 1908. 

Roy Dobbs was Mayor and O.F. and Beatrice stayed at the hotel for awhile 
then rented a house on Oneonta and Garfield. 

O.F. Johnson built the first bank in Camas. It was also quite exciting as it 
was the first brick building in Camas. The bank opened on November 2, 1908. 
“Camas State Bank”. 


O.F. said, “A man can succeed if he works hard and is honest.” 


In 1911, the bank moved to the Urie Building and was renamed “National Bank ‘ 
Draws Nahhe ranted cnace from O.F. and started a “Citizens Bank”, the second ban 


